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The fight against centralization takes a turn

Israel Civil Action Forum & The Movement for Quality Government in Israel will lead a broad public campaign against economic centralization

The campaign headquarters says: “The cooperation of Civil Action Forum & The Movement for Quality Government is an important landmark, that will drive more organizations and thousands of citizens from all over the country to be a part of this eminent struggle”

The Civil Action Forum & The Movement for Quality Government declare joining forces in a united public struggle against economic centralization. The struggle will involve acting in the legal area, in the Knesset, the internet, and prompting citizens from within the community.

In the next few hours a first newsletter will be launched to tens of thousands of activists. One of the dominant messages of the struggle points to centralization of such great economic power in the hands of so few, as one of the main factors of the surge in food, housing and services prices in Israel.

The campaign headquarters stress that especially while a government committee is examining the economic centralization, the citizens of Israel must intervene personally, and not leave the decision in such an important matter - solely in the hands of corporations and government functionaries.

Rabbi Michael Melchior, the founder of Civil Action Forum, who led the public campaign to increase the state share from natural gas proceeds (Shashinsky law), said:

"Just as the growth rates of the Israeli economy are amongst the highest in the western world – the public's purchasing power is dwindling, the middle class is weakening and poverty is expanding. How is it that the public is not benefiting the results of this economic growth?? Control over public capital (trillion NIS), when in the hands of such few , imposes a severe threat to the stability of the economy and the strength of democracy. This centralization is one of the main causes for eliminating market competition, rising prices, stagnating housing markets, exposing the public’s savings and pensions to risky financial manipulations, and the taking over natural resources and state lands by a handful of people.”

As part of the conclusions drawn after the successful ending of the natural gas struggle, and in light of the tremendous challenge facing us in this current one – It was clear that to come up against such great financial forces, we must unite forces to form a public coalition. The cooperation of Civil Action Forum & The Movement for Quality Government is a significant landmark, that will drive more organizations and thousands of citizens from across the country to be a part of this important public struggle.”

Adv. Eliad Shraga, chairman of the Movement for Quality Government, which has been leading legal battles and legislative initiatives for years for the maintaining of integrity in the public sector, said:

“The control these groups have, both over leading financial institutes (banks, insurance companies, funds) as well as big companies (food and raw material manufacturers, chain stores, construction, communication and transportation companies) – gives total control over the capital of the entire country to a small group of private interested parties. They do as they please with the capital of the public although they were given no mandate to do so.

The joint campaign combines the best of these two organizations: A research-legal-legislative activity alongside leading public campaigns and motivating citizens to get involved. This combination will help create the public protest which is needed.

Adv. Shraga also says “the owners of capital are a threat to Israeli democracy as, in light of them controlling both capital and mass-media, they are in fact neutralizing the operative abilities of the executive authority, the legislative authority and the civil authority (philanthropy). A democracy without balances and brakes can find itself going downhill.”

In the upcoming weeks, the activity will expand to include legal work, actions in the Knesset and the internet, and prompting citizens from within the community by activists.

For further information

Spokesperson for the campaign: Tamar Eilon 054-9103166   office 03-7162666

1

